
Clearing a Path for Reliability

Tree Pruning
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Three Major Causes of Power Outages

Trees, lightning and 

wildlife are the three major 

causes of power outages.

Oncor can have a DIRECT

impact on power outages by 

ensuring tree limbs are 

not in close proximity of 

high voltage lines.
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Industry Standards
Oncor’s vegetation management program is consistent with 

industry standards.

Example: Residential Circuit Line
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Year-Round Program

Our objective is to improve reliability and to strive for 
a safe and reliable electric system.
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Words to Know, Understand and Recognize

Clearance—The space 
around electrical lines that 
separate our conductors 
from trees, structures, and 
signs, etc. 

Before

After



5

Natural Pruning/Lateral Directional

Type of pruning that 
directs tree growth 
away from electrical 
conductors.
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Primary 
Fuses

Substation Street
Lights

Pad-Mount 
Transformer

Security
Lights

One tree can cause an 
electrical fault that can 
interrupt an entire circuit 
from the substation--
interrupting service to 
homes, schools, traffic 
signal lights, security 
lights, etc.

Tree-related Interruption

One Tree Can Make a Difference
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Transmission Tree Pruning
Transmission lines need 
additional  clearance. 
Trees should be at least 
15 feet away from 
transmission lines.

Transmission lines carry 
electricity to serve large 
geographic areas and 
transport electricity to 
other regions of the state.
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Communicating with Property Owners

We notify customers via door 
hangers at least 3-5 days in 
advance of trimming.
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What Options Does a Property Owner Have?

Property owners have the 
option to pay for burying or 
re-routing the lines if it is 
viable from an engineering 
perspective.
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A Resource For You, Friends and Family

Free download at: www.oncor.com

The ideal time to prevent problems 
is before they start -- in other 
words, when you plan the 
landscaping.

Our free publication, Plan Before 
You Plant, has been helping 
Texans plan their landscaping for a 
number of years.

Our Know Before You Grow 
Program also teaches kids and 
communities about the value of 
landscape planning and the 
dangers of tall trees growing near 
power lines.
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Additional Resources

Plan Before You Plant Brochure

DVD—Clearing a Path for Reliability

www.oncor.com

At a Glance Tree Pruning

Know Before You Grow Program

For additional information call 888-313-6862.


